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National Sculpture Society hosts 

Sculpture Celebration Weekend in Santa Fe, New Mexico

New York, New York – The National Sculpture Society (NSS) is holding its annual Sculpture Celebration Weekend in Santa Fe, New Mexico this year, May 20-22. Founded in 1893, this is the first time the Society will be hosting a major event in Santa Fe. 
Headquartered in midtown Manhattan, New York City, the NSS sponsors its Sculpture Celebration Weekend in different parts of the country every year. Last year it was in New York City, the year before in Loveland, Colorado. The weekend includes a variety of educational and social events. Sculptors, collectors, dealers, and arts enthusiasts from all over the country get together, share ideas, and have a good time. Santa Fe is an ideal venue for such an event.
This year’s activities will include a private tour and informal lecture on Native American Arts and antiques at Morning Star Gallery; a “Santa Fe Style” dinner party at Nedra Matteucci Galleries; a private tour of the Georgia O’Keeffe Museum; a brunch at sculptor Glenna Goodacre’s studio; a tour of sculptor Rosie Sandifer’s studio; and the Society’s annual honors and awards dinner, to be held at a private home. 
This year, sculptor Leonda Finke and patron of the arts William G. Kerr will be honored at the Society’s annual awards dinner, and the Alex J. Ettl Grant will be presented to sculptor Jiwoong Cheh. Awards will be presented at the dinner by NSS president Dan Ostermiller (sculptor) and Jamie Maslyn (architect), who is the chairman of the NSS Honors and Awards committee.
The Sculpture House Award for Figurative Sculpture will be given to Leonda Finke. A resident of Roslyn, New York, Ms. Finke has been sculpting for over fifty years and has exhibited at museums and universities throughout her career, in addition to numerous solo and group gallery shows. The Sculpture House Award was founded in 2002, to be given annually by the National Sculpture Society.

The Herbert Adams Memorial Medal will be presented to William G. Kerr of Jackson, Wyoming. Mr. Kerr is the founder of the National Museum of Wildlife Art in Jackson Hole. The Herbert Adams Memorial Medal was first presented by the National Sculpture Society in 1947 and is given as the occasion warrants for service to American sculpture.
The Alex J. Ettl Grant will be presented to Jiwoong Cheh. The Ettl Grant is an unrestricted prize of $4,000 which is awarded to a sculptor for a meritorious body of work. The Ettl Grant was founded in 1989 by Alex J. Ettl and is an endowed gift that will be given in perpetuity.
National Sculpture Society is the oldest organization of professional sculptors in the United States. Leading U.S. sculptors and architects founded the NSS in the ninteteenth century to “spread the knowledge of good sculpture”. Today, the Society’s mission is to further the evolving tradition of figurative sculpture in America, to which end its programs are directed.

For further information about the National Sculpture Society or its Sculpture Celebration Weekend, visit www.nationalsculpture.org, or contact Gwen Pier (gwen@nationalsculpture.org or 212-764-5645 ext. 15).
